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Abstract 

The article provides a diachronic (historical) analysis of anthroponyms in onomastics, the most 

important branch of linguistics, based on convincing evidence of its stages of development in 

English people. 
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The branch of onomastics that studies personal names and their etymology (origin) is called 

anthroponymics. The word anthroponymics is a combination of the Greek words anthropos 

(man) and opuma (name) and means "the doctrine of human names". Previously, the term 

"onomastics" was used instead of anthroponymy, and later in the 1960s and 1970s, this word 

appeared. This science analyzes information related to the name, i.e. a person's clan, father, 

nationality, origin and human qualities. In Western linguistics, anthroponymics is a source of 

research on proper nouns, nicknames, nicknames, and personal naming. In Oriental linguistics, 

emphasis is placed on the structure, development and practical use of atroponymic systems in 

society. [3, 56] 

Although the main function of atroponyms is aimed at meaning the name of a person, their 

practical use is inextricably linked with the culture, psychology, customs, and history of 

peoples. In addition, as the past and lifestyle of each nation is unique, atroponomic identity is 

recognized as an inexhaustible topic that has been studied by linguists for many years. In 

particular, the diachronic (historical) method of choosing names for children, promoted by the 

English people, provides a distinctive feature that distinguishes it from the eastern peoples 

with several elements. [2, 125] 

The scientific and theoretical research of a number of linguists-scientists served as a 

methodological basis for this article in the study of the athroponomics of the English peoples. 

In this regard, the work of such scientists as C.F. Hockett, E.B.Magazanik, L.I.Royzenzon, 

A.Isaev, Sloat, L.I.Royzenzon, A.Boboxho'jaev, R.Rahimov, T.S.Erokhina, 

M.N.Ramazonova, V.B.Suzanovich, V.A.Nikonov should be highlighted. According to their 

scientific research, choosing a name for a child is given semantic priority to the factors that 

have been polished over centuries in the culture of each nation, to the elements that are 

integrally related to the life of the society, closely related to the past and development of the 

people. However, Uzbek onomologist Ernest Begmatov says the following: "The custom of 

giving names was born due to the need to distinguish and separate a single person from others. 
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Surnames, nicknames, patronymics, names and their various forms, and methods of naming a 

person, which appeared later and became official, are the legal product of such a vital need. 

[1, 65] 

Based on the results of my observations, I found out that the historical (diachronic) method of 

choosing a name for children in the English people was formed on the basis of 3 stages. [4, 

47] 

1. Family relationship was considered an atroponomic element that entered into the 

tradition of the English people for many centuries when naming a person. Accordingly, when 

a new baby is born in an English family, the boy is traditionally named after his grandfather, 

father or godfather. In order to ensure the traditional name proportionality, a complex of 

numbers was used: Smitt I (grandfather), Smitt II (father), Smitt III (son). Similarly, if a girl 

was born in the family, she was named after her grandmother, aunt, mother: Elizabeth I 

(grandmother), Elizabeth II (aunt), Elizabeth III (daughter). It is clear from this that at that 

time, when choosing a name for a child, the priority was not the psychology, culture, history, 

meaning of the name, but simply distinguishing the child from others. 

2.  Cultural influence also played an incomparable role in the development of Old English 

atroponymy. Because many English names have roots from other nations, including 

Scandinavian, Norwegian, German, and French nations. In particular, the name Williams, 

which is given to a boy, is taken from the German peoples, and this name became popular 

during the German occupation. The origin of the name Hughes also goes back to the French 

people and means "good-hearted, sincere", and as a result of the acceleration of the process of 

the French entering the English territory through trade relations, the English anthroponymy 

became richer. 

3.  Religion also made a significant contribution to the origin of English names. Because 

later, when choosing a name for children in many families, they relied on their holy religious 

books, the Bible. Accordingly, when choosing a name for a baby born in the family, it is 

customary to use the names of persons whose names are mentioned in this religious source. 

For example, names such as 'Zacharias', 'Grace', 'John', 'Aaron', and 'Mary' contributed 

significantly to the expansion of English atroponymy at that time, as they belonged to figures 

considered holy in the Bible. 

4. Professions also occupy a special stage in the analysis of English atroponymy in a 

diachronic way. Because at that time, there was such an interesting custom in the English 

people that when naming a baby, family members referred to the names of professions that 

were popular in the society. In particular, professional names such as "Tailor" and "Baker" 

became popular and contributed to the development of the diachronic method. 

Based on my scientific research, it became clear that the atroponymy of the English people 

developed and enriched not only based on the vital need, but also the semantic essence. 
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