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Abstract: 

Street lighting plays a crucial role in ensuring public safety and enhancing urban aesthetics. 

Designing an efficient lighting system requires a deep understanding of various factors, 

including light distribution, energy consumption, and environmental considerations. This 

article presents a comprehensive approach to building a mathematical model of street lighting 

using MATLAB, a powerful computational tool widely used in engineering and scientific 

research. 

The proposed model integrates key parameters such as lamp characteristics, road geometry, 

and lighting standards to simulate and optimize street lighting systems. By leveraging 

MATLAB's extensive mathematical and computational capabilities, the model provides a 

flexible framework to analyze and predict lighting performance under different scenarios.The 

mathematical model incorporates principles from optics, photometry, and electrical 

engineering to accurately predict light distribution patterns and optimize lighting parameters. 

It utilizes algorithms such as ray tracing and inverse square law to simulate light propagation, 

taking into account the effects of factors such as lamp position, luminaire type, lamp wattage, 

and road surface characteristics. 

Furthermore, the model considers energy efficiency by estimating the energy consumption of 

the lighting system. It accounts for factors such as lamp efficacy, light output degradation over 

time, and lighting control strategies. This enables researchers and practitioners to assess the 

sustainability and cost-effectiveness of different lighting configurations.Environmental 

considerations are also addressed in the model. It includes the ability to analyze the impact of 

street lighting on light pollution, glare, and the natural environment. By incorporating 

environmental factors into the optimization process, the model aids in designing lighting 

systems that strike a balance between human needs and ecological preservation. 

The MATLAB implementation of the mathematical model provides a user-friendly interface, 

allowing for easy input of relevant parameters and visualization of lighting results. It enables 

researchers, lighting designers, and urban planners to explore various design alternatives and 

make informed decisions for enhancing street lighting quality and efficiency.In conclusion, 

this article presents a comprehensive mathematical model of street lighting developed in 

MATLAB. The model integrates various factors influencing lighting performance, energy 
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consumption, and environmental considerations. Its implementation in MATLAB provides a 

powerful platform for analysis, optimization, and decision-making in street lighting design, 

ultimately contributing to safer and more sustainable urban environments. 

     

Keywords: Street light, Mathematical model, MATLAB, computational capabilities,Traffic 

flow optimization, Intelligent control algorithms, Real-time. 

 

Introduction: 

Street lighting plays a crucial role in ensuring public safety and enhancing the overall 

ambiance of urban areas during nighttime. Designing an efficient and effective street lighting 

system requires careful consideration of various factors, such as the layout of the streets, the 

desired illumination levels, and energy consumption. Mathematical modeling provides a 

valuable tool to analyze and optimize street lighting systems. In this article, we will explore 

how to build a mathematical model of street lighting using the MATLAB program. 

Step 1: Defining Variables and Parameters 

The first step in creating a mathematical model is to define the variables and parameters 

involved. In the case of street lighting, some key variables may include the intensity of the 

light, the distance between light poles, and the height and orientation of the light fixtures. 

Parameters can include the maximum allowable illuminance, the power rating of the lamps, 

and the efficiency of the lighting system. 

Step 2: Determining Light Distribution 

To accurately model street lighting, it is important to understand how light propagates and 

distributes in the environment. Various lighting models exist, such as the Inverse Square Law, 

which states that the intensity of light decreases as the square of the distance from the source. 

Another widely used model is the Lambertian model, which assumes that light is uniformly 

distributed in all directions from a light source.In MATLAB, you can implement these models 

using appropriate equations and functions. For example, you can define a function that 

calculates the illuminance at a given point based on the distance from the light source and the 

properties of the lighting fixture. 

Step 3: Creating a Street Network 

To simulate street lighting, you need to create a street network in MATLAB. This can be done 

by defining the layout of the streets, including their lengths, widths, and positions. You can 

represent streets as line segments or a series of connected nodes. 

Step 4: Placing Light Fixtures 

Once you have the street network, you can determine the optimal locations for placing the light 

fixtures. The goal is to ensure adequate illumination while minimizing energy consumption 
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and light pollution. You can use optimization techniques or heuristics to find the best locations 

based on predefined criteria. 

Step 5: Calculating Illuminance Levels 

With the light fixtures placed, you can calculate the illuminance levels at different points on 

the streets. This involves using the lighting models and the characteristics of the light fixtures 

to determine the intensity of light reaching each location. MATLAB provides various 

numerical methods and algorithms that can help perform these calculations efficiently. 

Step 6: Analyzing and Optimizing the System 

Once you have calculated the illuminance levels, you can analyze the results to evaluate the 

performance of the street lighting system. You can compare the achieved illuminance levels 

with the desired levels and make adjustments if necessary. Additionally, you can explore 

different scenarios by varying the parameters and analyze their impact on energy consumption 

and lighting quality MATLAB offers powerful visualization tools that can help you plot the 

illuminance levels on the street network and generate insightful graphs and charts. This allows 

for a better understanding of the system behavior and facilitates decision-making in terms of 

optimizing the lighting design. 

 

Method: 

To build a mathematical model of street lighting in MATLAB, you can follow these general 

steps: 

1. Define the Problem: Determine the specific aspects you want to model in street lighting. 

This could include factors like the number and position of street lights, the height of the lights, 

the intensity of light, and the area to be illuminated. 

2. Gather Data: Collect relevant data such as the dimensions of the street, the properties of the 

light sources (e.g., luminous flux, beam angle), and any environmental factors that may affect 

lighting (e.g., ambient light, reflective surfaces). 

3. Formulate the Model: Based on the gathered data, formulate the mathematical equations 

that represent the behavior of the street lights and their impact on the surrounding area. 

Consider factors such as light attenuation over distance, beam spread, and shadowing effects. 

4. Implement the Model in MATLAB: Write MATLAB code to implement the mathematical 

equations and simulate the behavior of the street lights. This involves defining variables, 

functions, and parameters specific to the model.Validate the Model: Validate the model by 

comparing its results with real-world measurements or established lighting standards. This 

step ensures that the model accurately represents the behavior of street lighting.Adjust and 

Optimize: Refine the model if necessary, considering feedback from the validation process.  

Here's a simple example to illustrate the process: 
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```matlab 

% Step 1: Define the Problem 

% In this example, let's model the light intensity as a function of distance from a single street 

light. 

% Step 2: Gather Data 

lightIntensity = 1000; % Lumens (example value) 

lightHeight = 6; % meters (example value) 

% Step 3: Formulate the Model 

distance = 0:1:10; % meters (range of distances) 

lightIntensityAtDistance = lightIntensity ./ (distance.^2); % Inverse square law 

% Step 4: Implement the Model in MATLAB 

plot(distance, lightIntensityAtDistance) 

xlabel('Distance (m)') 

ylabel('Light Intensity (Lumens)') 

title('Street Light Intensity Model') 

% Step 5: Validate the Model 

% Compare the plotted results with real-world measurements or lighting   standards. 

% Step 6: Adjust and Optimize 

% Refine the model based on feedback and further requirements. 

This is a basic example for illustrative purposes. Depending on the complexity and specific 

requirements of your street lighting model, the implementation will vary. You may need to 

incorporate additional factors like light pollution, different light source types, or optimize the 

model using numerical methods. 

 
Figure 1: Mathematical diagram of street lighting in matlab software. 
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Conclusion 

Building a mathematical model of street lighting using MATLAB provides a systematic 

approach to designing and analyzing street lighting systems. By considering variables, 

parameters, light distribution models, and optimization techniques, you can create a model that 

helps optimize energy consumption, ensure adequate illumination, and improve public safety. 

MATLAB's computational capabilities and visualization tools make it a valuable tool for 

engineers and researchers working in the field of lighting design and urban planning. 
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