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The recent political events emphasised the degree of political misunderstanding between the
government and the vast majority of Georgian people. One might ask how it is possible to
withstand antidemocratic pressure coming from the Georgian Dream (GD) political trajectory
and it will be legitimate however, the challenging one to answer. As a matter of fact, on the
26th of October 2024 elections in Georgia is going to take place. The latter is expected to play
a decisive role in georgian politics and work as a democratic mean to replace the leading power
as many believe. The vast majority of Georgian people were actively protesting a controversial
law known as the Foreign Agent Bill. At this point, recently when the law was adopted many
had a feeling of déja vu because the same exact law was proposed about a year ago then when
the massive protests made it possible to withdraw it in the end. However, as it turned out it
was just a temporal manoeuvre as the GD was planning to accept it later by any means.

The de facto leader and billionaire businessman Bidzina Ivanishvili who made his money in
Russia has strong links to the Kremlin and is seen as the main figure or decision-maker in
current Georgian politics. Worth mentioning that, before the law, there were several clear
indicators that showed the GD’s political priorities. For instance, pro-western politicians in
Ukraine were disappointed when Georgia refused to support Ukraine. More precicely, lIrakli
Garibashvili, the prime minister of Georgia at that time, declared that Georgia would not join
the international sanctions imposed on Russia over its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. "Georgia
does not intend to participate in the financial and economic sanctions, as this would only
damage our country and populace even more” he declared. (Civil.Ge, 2022)

The ruling GD party's decision to re-introduce the controversial law on transparency of foreign
influence caused the subsequent outbreak of mass protest. Georgia stands at a political
crossroads once more. Furthermore, the ruling party leaders' narrative provoked mistrust,
polarization, and scapegoating, primarily targeting civil society, media and opposition.
Moreover, they must balance the need for unity against the Georgian dream and address
existing distrust, government pressure, and internal divisions. Only through the political unity
of the opposition parties and a common action plan Georgian Dream's dominance can be
ceased peacefully.

In the same token, Pawel Herczynski, the Ambassador of the European Union to Georgia on
the 19th of June stated as follows: "When it comes to relations between the European Union
and Georgia, | have to tell you with huge regret that we are currently undergoing a difficult
period in our relationship. We have said repeatedly that enacting a law on foreign influence
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will adversely affect Georgia's EU aspirations. Unfortunately, this has happened", Herczynski
said. (EU Ambassador Highlights "Difficult Period" in Relationship With Georgia, n.d.)
How will Georgian political parties answer the core public demands and form a multiparty
consolidation remains a puzzle. Nowadays, Georgia's European future has become
inquisitively uncertain. Consequently, public dissatisfaction is high, and citizens are
demanding concrete solutions from political parties to handle the crisis timely and efficiently.
While the opposition parties have significant hurdles to electoral success.

As a response to the Democratic backsliding in Georgia its strategic partner countries like the
US, as well as supranational organizations like the European Union and NATO, issued a series
of statements, expressing concerns regarding Georgia heading to authoritarianism.
International partners stated that, if Georgia continued this path, it could end up with a complex
isolation. Yet, Georgian Dream party leaders, have ignored all the warnings of the West, and
are accusing them of intervening in the country's internal affairs. One of the most striking
features of the current political crisis is the prominence of a conspiracy series in the public
discourse of the Georgian government, accusing the West behind the powerful force called the
'‘Global War Party' responsible for creating conflicts and dragging countries into war with
Moscow. (Georgia at the Crossroads: The Fight for Freedom: Georgia’s Battle Against
Authoritarianism, n.d.)

On the 24th of June 2024, Borrell warned Georgians that the door to EU membership could
‘close’ and stated as follows: ‘The door for Georgia to become a member of the European
Union is open, however, if the government sticks to the same token this door will be closed,
and the Georgian people will pay the consequences' he stated. "We don't want to affect civilians
or put more pain on them' he added, however, due to the absence of a saviour imagining
political changes otherwise will be naive. In addition to that, Estonian foreign minister, Margus
Sagna said that there would also be discussions on Schengen visa bans for high-ranking
Georgian officials. The situation for Georgia is serious and all the responsibility lies on the
shoulders of the Georgian government. ‘Georgian people are supporting the way to the
European Union' Barrel stated. (EU Ambassador Highlights "Difficult Period™ in Relationship
With Georgia, n.d.)

In the statement of the Freedom House, the concern about hybrid democracy turning into
authoritarianism is highlighted. It is also believed that Georgia stands at the political crossroads
in which the people play a decisive role. The need for an effective strategy and political
partnership or consolidation among opposition could be the only rational condition on the edge
of this crisis. (Nikoladze, 2024)

Interestingly, just about six months ago, another success towards the European Union was
celebrated by Georgians. Georgia was granted candidate status by the European Council on
December 14, 2023, provided that the necessary actions outlined in the Commission's report
from November 8, 2023, are implemented. The European Commission recommended on
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November 8, 2023, that the European Council award Georgia candidate status, subject to
several conditions being met. The European Council acknowledged Georgia's European
perspective on June 23, 2022, and stated that when the 12 points outlined in the Commission's
assessment of Georgia's application for membership had been resolved the country would get
the candidate status and move forward. In July 2016, the EU-Georgia Association Agreement
came into effect, with the goals of political and economic integration of Georgia with the EU.
In addition, Georgia and the EU established a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area
(DCFTA), and from March 28, 2017, Georgian nationals have been able to visit the Schengen
area without a visa. The EU is Georgia's biggest trading partner and gives Georgia financial
and technical support of over €100 million a year on average. (The European Union and
Georgia, n.d.)

It is not surprising that the characteristics of authoritarianism caused an economic backsliding
in the country. In addition to that, the European Union leaders' statements regarding Georgia
changing its democratic path is unprecedented.

In terms of the consolidation of the political opposition parties, the first positive attempt was
made by the current Georgian president Salome Zurabishvili. The document that she initiated
was signed by many parties. Having said that, a further common action plan is seen as needed.
Regarding the elections, effective coordination and protection of every single vote will be
decisive as it is going to be an existential political event in Georgia. Seeing the following
advancement of Moldova and Ukraine it is unfortunate that Georgia is excluded from the talks.
The latter clearly shows how severe and challenging the situation is nowadays. (Jazeera, 2024)
It is also understandable that the matter of trust between Georgia and the European Union is
at stake. The existing confusion and uncertainty towards the law makes it timely to address the
human rights defenders as far as the agent law so-called Russian law can suppress citizens',
media and not only. Moreover, the cases of physical attacks and campaigns of intimidation
unveil the real intentions of the GD. (Civil.Ge, 2024)

The Estonian ambassador evaluated the ongoing political condition in Georgia and stated that
other tougher measures like suspension of visa freedom were considered as a mean to influence
the GD unless they were willing to withdraw the law. The fact is that only 15 members out of
27 are sufficient for decision enforcement. In this regard, Georgia was given 12 priorities
together with 9 steps and there is no progress made in the process of fulfilling any requirements
so far. “If we want EU membership, we should all play by the rules - The Georgian
Government on the one hand says that they are moving closer to the EU, but their actions do
not prove that” she added. (Estonian Ambassador to Georgia - if We Want EU Membership,
We Should All Play by the Rules - the Georgian Government on the One Hand Says That They
Are Moving Closer to the EU, but Their Actions Do Not Prove That, n.d.)

The vast majority of the Georgian population showed clear political preferences in this time
of great uncertainty, and full readiness to stand for their choice. Furthermore, while talking
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about Georgia a broader picture must be given, as far as it is a player of the global political
system. Therefore, whatever happens in the country's political future to a certain extent will
affect the global condition.
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